
THE CASE FOR CHRIST 
Investigating the Case for Christ - Week 1

April 9, 2017

As for Philip, an angel of the Lord said to him, “Go south down the 
desert road that runs from Jerusalem to Gaza.”  So he started out, 
and he met the treasurer of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority 
under the Kandake, the queen of Ethiopia. The eunuch had gone to 
Jerusalem to worship, and he was now returning. Seated in his car-
riage, he was reading aloud from the book of the prophet Isaiah. The 
Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and walk along beside the car-
riage.”  Philip ran over and heard the man reading from the prophet 
Isaiah. Philip asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”  
31The man replied, “How can I, unless someone instructs me?” 
And he urged Philip to come up into the carriage and sit with him.  
The passage of Scripture he had been reading was this:  “He was led 
like a sheep to the slaughter.  And as a lamb is silent before the 
shearers, he did not open his mouth.
He was humiliated and received no justice.  Who can speak of his 
descendants?  For his life was taken from the earth.”  Acts 8:23-33

Four Spiritual Sticking Points 

#1: I Can’t Believe

“Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where 
the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 
John 20:25

#2: I Don’t Want to Believe

“Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of 
light because their deeds were evil.” John 3:19

#3: I Don’t Know What to Believe

“The eunuch asked Philip, ‘Tell me, please, who is the prophet talk-
ing about, himself or someone else?’ Then Philip began with that 
very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus” 

Acts 8:34–35

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 6:23

#4: I Do Believe; Isn’t That Enough?

“You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe 
that—and shudder.”  James 2:19

“As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become 
children of God, even to those who believe in His name”. 

John 1:12 NASB

Believe + Receive = Become. 

As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the 
eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my 
being baptized?” And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both 
Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip bap-
tized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him 
again, but went on his way rejoicing.  Acts 8:36–39


